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Mulam language 


The Mulam language Chinese: pinyin : Mill do is a Kam-Sui 

language spoken mainly in Luocheng County, Hechi, northern 
Guangxi by the Mulao people. The greatest concentrations are in 
Dongmen and Siba communes. Their autonym is mu6 lamlP i The 
Mulam also call themselves kjaml, which is probably cognate with 
laml and the Dong people's autonym "Kam" (Wang & Zheng 1980). 

The Mulam language, like Dong, does not have voiced stop, but 
does have a phonemic distinction between unvoiced and voiced 
nasals and laterals. It has a system of eleven distinct vowels. It is a 
tonal language with ten tones, and 65% of its vocabulary is shared 
with the Zhuang and Dong languages. 

The majority of the Mulam also speak Chinese as well as the Zhuang 
and Dong languages. 

The language of Mulam leads to a comparison between two 
languages as Graham Thurgood states, "For 'headlouse', the KS 
forms are highly irregular: Kam, Mulam..." (Oceanic Linguistics, 

Vol. 33, No 2). This relates to the way in which one language can be 
interpreted through another language, which displays a level of 
diversity as they may derive different meanings from the 
translations. Within Mulam Phonology (https://archive.org/details/ro 
settaproject_mlm_phon-l/), there is a display of the syllables for 
Mulam that seems very difficult to decipher without having much 
knowledge of how they communicate with the dialect. The Mulam 
ethnic group traces back to the Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368), differing from the current society they have now 
as the people of Mulam eventually split in the Qing Dynasty (1644-1912). 

The majority of the Mulam population are bilingual in the Mulam and the Zhuang language. 



Mulam 

Native to 

China 

Region 

Luocheng 

County, Hechi, 
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Guangxi 

Ethnicity 

210,000 (2000 
census)! 1 ! 

Native speakers 86,000 (2005)f 1 i 
< 10,000 
monolinguals 

Language 

family 

Kra-Dai 

■ Kam-Sui 

■ Mulam 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

mlm 

Glottolog 

mulal253 (htt 
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rg/resource/lan 

guoid/id/mulal2 
53) Pi 


Contents 

Dialects 
References 
Further reading 
External links 


Dialects 


The following Mulam dialects are described by Wang & Zheng (1980) (all of which are spoken in Luocheng 
Mulao Autonomous County). 

■ Dongmen (in Dayin Dafu Le'e etc.) 
























■ Long'an Iz&tM (in Liangsi ft;0, etc.) 

■ Huangjin ff#!l (in Zhongjian ^lalif, etc.); documented in Qiu (2004)^ 

■ Qiaotou ^3^11 (in Dongnong Jlslptfi, etc.) 

■ Siba IZ3IBIS (in Dawu Miao'er BaJLffi, Shuangzhai )$iifct, etc.); documented in Guangxi 
(2008)^ 

■ Xiali TM^- (in Xiecun iltfa, etc.) 

The following comparison of Mulam dialects is from Ni Dabai (2010:221-222)J 3 ^ 6 ^ 


English gloss 

Chinese gloss 

Qiaotou $f3t; 

Huangjin 

Siba 0fB 

Dongmen 

Long'an 

die 

W 

tail 

tail 

pyail 

tail 

tail 

medicine 

m 

ta2 

ta2 

kya2 

- 

tsa2 

intestines 


ta: i3 

ta: i3 

kya: i3 

khya: i3 

tsa: i3 

cloud 


ma3 

ma3 

kwa3 

kwa3 

fa3 

bran 

mm 

pwa6 

pwa6 

kwa6 

kwa6 

fa6 

dog 


mal 

mal 

pwal 

rjwal 

mal 

hair, fur 


paml 

paml 

pyaml 

pyaml 

kjaml 
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External links 


■ Mulam (Dongmen) word list from the Austronesian Basic Vocabulary Database (https://abvd.sh 
h.mpg.de/austronesian/language.php?id=761) 

■ Mulam (Siba) word list from the Austronesian Basic Vocabulary Database (https://abvd.shh.mp 
g.de/austronesian/language.php?id=936) 

■ The Endangered Languages Project (http://www.endangeredlanguages.com/) 

■ An audio sample of the Mulam language can be listened through Global Recordings Network 
(http://globalrecordings.net/en/program/C28340/). 

■ Mulam Phonology (https://archive.org/details/rosettaproject_mlm_phon-l/) 

■ Mulam Ethnic Group (http://www.tripchinaguide.com/article-p294-mulam-ethnic-group.html/) 
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